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A Reflection of a Writing Experience
“A little reflection will show us that every belief, even the simplest and most fundamental, goes beyond experience when regarded as a guide to out actions”
–William Kingdon Clifford
When I first chose English 1000c, I thought that I wasn’t going to enjoy the class, because I’ve never really had a thing for writing or reading classes. I wasn’t a really expressive person, but I knew that if I at least tried to find a liking for writing, I would find that it was a great way to express myself. The first essay, remembering an event was the first step in finding a way to be more expressive and open with my writing. But of course there were a few assignments before hand that were said “to help you write the essay”.
Looking back on the beginning of the semester I can barely remember the assignments we did. But I do remember that I felt like the readings by Dillard, Wolff, Bragg, and Brandt did not help my essay as much as the invention and research, naming and detailing, and specific narrative exercises did. The inventing and research exercise helped me a lot in figuring out the little details that should be part of my essay. I kind of knew that I wanted to write about Marco without a doubt, but I had to broaden my horizon to more ideas. Since I knew that the 15 pages of invention was mandatory, I made sure I complete led it as much as a could. It felt like such a hassle, but in the end it helped me write my essay so much easier and quicker. The naming and detailing and the specific narrative exercises were to show where the specific details and words to bring out what was going on in my essay were needed and how to put all the details together. 


The first time I attended the writing center for was the first essay and it wasn’t a good experience, to me it didn’t help at all. Most changes to my essay were made through my peers help when they responded. The writing center was to polish my grammar; meanwhile the peer review polished my ideas. I took in what my peers said, and added more details and feelings that I had at the time of the event. The teacher feedback gave helped because it gave more insight on the more professional view that a teacher has on their students work. 


The oral response is when I really saw the changes I wanted to make because as I was reading the essay, it brought me back to the event and I was able to remember more things to add. As I was reading it thought I was nervous to see how it sounded, but my peers were not judgmental to my essay and just gave me positive insight to better my essay. 

I used this first essay for my floating workshop as well. I thought the floating workshop wasn’t helpful at all. I was one of the students who didn’t get too many responses because the end of the year was coming and students began to slack. But all in all the responses I got and my own thoughts helped me figure out how to finalize my essay for the portfolio.

When we switched to blogging from web ct, I was a little nervous I wouldn’t be able to figure out how to blog. I asked so many questions because it was such a new thing to me. I had a Facebook and a Myspace page but I didn’t use that to blog my essays or my thoughts and emotions. When I look back as much as I complained about the writing minimum of 500 words which later switched to 350 words, I feel that the blogging was so much easier. Web ct had its tweaks and what not; it was a tough site to use. Wordpress was much more modern and easier to pick up, being a person who uses internet all the time. It was well worth the switch!


When the second essay came about profiling and place or activity, I was stuck. This essay was a lot harder for me to come up with a topic to profile; it was like I drew a blank and had no idea what to do. I don’t think I really used the readings to help figure out how or what to profile for unit 2. I followed the requirements to read one of the essays and comment about them, but it had any relation or help into my essay, but rather gave help into learning about how to write a blog.


The invention process once again was most helpful in writing my essay. I think that since we didn’t have a set requirement for the amount of pages needed, it just opened up the idea of having more freedom in how much you can or want to write about. But I still like the fact that the 15 pages provided me with so much more information and now I realize that without the 15 pages it took me longer to write the essay and come up with as many ideas. Originally I picked a different topic for the invention process, but even though I changed it, it still gave me a basis for what to write about. It helped in what specific details should be included in my essay along with the ideas need to accomplish the tasks of profiling a soccer game. 


When I visited Professor Leston for a conference that was the most helpful because he really explained to me what profiling was and made sure that my essay was on the write track to perfection. Instead of just making grammatical corrections like the writing center would, I was given help in organization of my essay, help with adding more specific details to bring out the subject more, and a better introduction to the essay. The biggest change made was to the introduction because rather than give the idea of what I was profiling right away, I put the reader in the scene and let them figure it out. 

My peer response was not that beneficial. One thing I liked though was two people in my group told me after I read my essay aloud that at first they weren’t sure what sport I was writing about. That’s what really showed me that my introduction was good; it gave the reader suspense and let them figure out what I was profiling through numerous accounts of detail. I found out that reading my essay aloud in the oral response part helped me notice the grammatical errors that needed to be revised. 


My first impression of what a critical review was like a restaurant review or a game review. I chose a restaurant because to me that was an easy topic, I loved food, and I loved going out to eat. All the review I read gave me some basis on how to write a critical review. I think if I read a restaurant review though it would have been more helpful in knowing what the audience wants to know about a restaurant. Since the two reviews, one about an essay and one about a game, broke down their topics into different aspects, so I went along with that and broke down the restaurant into different elements that I wanted to review about into paragraphs. I found restaurants easier to be critical and argument towards because you’re the one within the place, going through the scene, eating the food, and dealing with the surroundings. It’s a more personal opinion that can be helpful to a wide-ranging audience.

Over the course I learned a lot. I learned that a peer review can really help you to better your essay for what the audience wants to hear. The writing center was a bad experience at first, but the second time around it was so beneficial in figuring out how to write about a restaurant. I think that the second essay was the most challenging for me, but it helped me as a reader to find ways to profile something that you may like, or you may not like, or you may just not known of. Overall all the essays helped me in some way. The first essay and the blogging helped me become more of an expressive writers, I learned to speak my feelings through writing. The third essay was more of an enjoyment; it taught me way to critique food, and write a critical review on something. I enjoyed the argumentative aspect that I was able to include in the essay. 

